Application No. 10/674,358 

Reply to Advisory Action entered December 11, 2006 and Final Office Action dated September 14, 2006 

REMARKS 
The rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) of: 

Claims 1-13 and 16 as unpatentable over WO 02/0561 16, as evidenced by U.S. 
2004/0053155 Al (Emoto et al) . combined with U.S. 6,037,090 (Tanakaetal), and 

Claims 14 and 15 as unpatentable over U.S. 5,430,526 ( Ohkubo et al) combined with 
Emoto et al and Tanaka et aU 

are respectfully traversed. 

While Applicants continue to submit that one skilled in the art would not have 
combined Emoto et al and Tanaka et al without the present disclosure as a guide, but even if 
combined, the result would not be the presently-claimed invention, for reasons previously 
discussed, the Examiner finds that the "polyester amide amine salt" of Example 1 of Tanaka 
et al meets the term "polyester resins", and that "polycaprolactone derivatives" at column 7, 
lines 32-34 of Tanaka et al meets the term "polycaprolactone resins", in the Markush group 
for the polymer dispersant in then-extant Claim 1 herein. However, the finding is now moot 
in view of the above-discussed amendment. Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the 
rejections be withdrawn. 

The rejection of Claim 1-16 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, is respectfully 
traversed. Indeed, the rejection is now moot in view of the above-discussed amendment. 
Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the rejection be withdrawn. 

The objection to Claim 1 is now moot in view of the above-discussed amendment. 
Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the objection be withdrawn. 

Regarding paragraph 3 of the Office Action, Applicants continue to maintain that the 
List of Related Cases was submitted in a proper manner, and that they have complied with 
their duty of disclosure. 
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Reply to Advisory Action entered December 11, 2006 and Final Office Action dated September 14, 2006 
All of the presently-pending claims in this application are now believed to be in 
immediate condition for allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
pass this application to issue. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Customer Number 




OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 
Norman W. Obion Ik 



22850 



Tel: (703)413-3000 
Fax: (703)413-2220 
(OSMMN 06/04) 



Harris A. Pitlick 
Registration No. 38,779 



NFO:HAP\ 



8 



